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n recent years, fentanyl has gone from being a
substance of limited clinical use to becoming an
illicit
market. This change has not only altered patterns

increasingly frequent component of the

of consumption but has also introduced new difficulties
in its detection and interpretation, particularly in contexts
where substances circulate in mixtures and in variable
presentations (UNODC, 2023; CDC, 2024).

One of the main complications stems from the constant
emergence of fentanyl analogues. These substances exhibit
structural variations that can significantly modify their
potency and toxicological profile, while at the same time
hindering their identification by conventional analytical
techniques (Armenian et al, 2018; EMCDDA, 2024).
Unlike other drugs with relatively stable compositions,
fentanyl and its derivatives form part of a dynamic market
in which the substitution and combination of compounds
occur rapidly.

In practice, analytical identification is not always a
straightforward process. Although techniques such as
spectroscopy and
with mass spectrometry remain fundamental tools, their

infrared chromatography coupled
interpretation may be limited when samples contain
complex mixtures or adulterants. It is common to find
evidence items containing multiple active substances,
together with compounds that can mask the analytical
signal or modify its interpretation (SWGDRUG, 2021).
This situation is of particular relevance in the case of high-
potency opioids, where small variations in composition
can lead to substantial changes in the risk of overdose
(O’Donnell et al., 2020).

Added to this is the difficulty associated with sampling.
Under real-world conditions, seized substances are not
always homogeneous, so a representative sample may not
fully reflect the composition of the whole. Thisaspect, widely
recognized in the forensic field, has direct implications for
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the interpretation of results and for the estimation of the
risk associated with consumption (UNODC, 2009).

From a public health perspective, these analytical
limitations have significant consequences. The undetected
presence of fentanyl or one of its analogues in other drugs
considerably increases the risk for users, who are frequently
unaware of the actual composition of what they consume
(Ciccarone, 2021). This phenomenon has been documented
in different international contexts, where the increase in
overdose deaths has been linked to the incorporation of
synthetic opioids into various substances (CDC, 2024).

In the Mexican context, some recent reports have noted
the complexity associated with the identification of these
emerging substances, as well as the variability in their
presentation and composition, which reinforces the need
to strengthen analytical capacities and surveillance systems
(Gonzalez Lozano et al., 2024).

Furthermore, the speed with which new analogues
emerge poses additional challenges in the regulatory
sphere. The inclusion of these substances in regulatory
lists usually lags behind their appearance on the market,
generating temporary gaps that hinder their control. In this
scenario, rather than an exclusively regulatory response, a
comprehensive approach is required that brings together
analytical capacities, epidemiological surveillance, and
harm reduction strategies.

Opverall, fentanyl and its analogues represent a challenge
not only because of their potency but also because of
the complexity they introduce in their identification and
control. Recognizing these limitations makes it possible to
better assess the magnitude of the problem and to move
toward more effective responses, in which the information
generated in the technical sphere contributes directly to
public health decision-making, particularly in a scenario
where the rapid evolution of these substances demands
technical and coordinated responses.
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GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS

Adicciones is edited by Socidrogalcohol, Spanish Scientific Society
for Studies on Alcohol, Alcoholism and Other Drug Dependencies.

Adicciones publishes original articles in the field of addictions,
including publications on treatment, prevention, basic and descrip-
tive studies from different disciplines (medicine, psychology, basic
research, social research, etc.). All articles are selected after under-
going an anonymous review process carried out by experts in each
topic.

Adicciones publishes 4 issues per year in March, June, Septem-
ber and December. The journal includes five types of publications:
editorials, original articles, review articles and letters to the editor.

In order to facilitate reading and avoid possible grammatical
errors, references in these guidelines to author and authors, re-
viewer, reviewers, editor, editors, must be understood as referring
respectively to author (male or female), authors (male or female),
reviewer (male or female), reviewers (male or female), editor (male
or female), editors (male or female).

1. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

The journal Adicciones adheres to the Farmington agreement,
which authors may consult when preparing their manuscripts
and which includes the recommendations and ethical principles
of ISAJE (International Society of Addiction Journal Editors):
https://www.isaje.net/farmington-consensus.html

The publication guidelines of the American Psychological Asso-
ciation, 7th edition (2020), may also be consulted.

In addition, the journal Adicciones adheres to the Declaration
on Research Assessment (DORA), which recognizes the need to im-
prove the methods for evaluating the results of academic research.

Languages
The journal accepts articles in Spanish and English for review. The
final version of the articles will be published in both languages.

Policy on originality, authorship, and contributions
Articles must be original and must not have been previously pub-
lished. Authors must ensure that no significant part of the submit-
ted material has been previously published. In case of doubt, pre-
viously presented or published material in other journals must be
provided before the article can be considered for review.

Only those who have made substantial contributions should be
considered authors:

1. to the conception and design, acquisition of data, or
analysis and interpretation of data;

2. to the drafting of the article or its critical revision; and

3. who have given approval of the final version to be pub-
lished.

All authors shall accept authorship and must declare that they
have actively participated in the preparation of the manuscript,
and that both the draft and the final version have been read and
approved by each of them.

The manuscript must include, in a section entitled “Contribu-
tion and Authorship,” the contribution of each author following
the CRediT taxonomy: https://credit.niso.org/

Additionally, it should be stated, where applicable, whether gen-
erative intelligence has been used in the preparation and/or review
of the manuscript and what tasks have been performed with the
support of such intelligence.

Policy on fabrication and falsification of data, and in-
tellectual property (plagiarism)
The journal will not accept manuscripts in which fabrication and/
or falsification of data is suspected. All results presented must be
verifiable and derived from rigorous scientific methodologies, and
authors may be asked to demonstrate this. If detected, the manu-
script will be rejected or retracted if it has already been published.
All manuscripts will be submitted to plagiarism detection sys-
tems, as plagiarism is strictly prohibited, before being sent for peer
review. If a significant percentage of non-original content is identi-
fied, the editorial proposal will be rejected.

Conflicts of interest and ethical principles

The journal policy requires that all articles and editorials explicitly
state the existence or absence of conflicts of interest in the corre-
sponding section.

All conflicts of interest are important, but particular care must
be taken in cases where funding has been received from the phar-
maceutical, alcohol, tobacco, gambling industries, etc.

Having a conflict of interest does not mean that the article can-
not be published. In case of doubt on this matter, the Editorial
Committee should be contacted.

All submitted works must indicate compliance with the ethical
principles necessary to conduct the research, including reference to
the ethics committee or research office that evaluated and endorsed
the adequacy of the research within the corresponding ethical and
legal framework, and must include informed consent tools when
necessary.

Policies regarding possible conflicts of the editorial board, re-
viewers, editor/owner of the journal and journal staff

Editors, guest editors, members of the editorial board and re-
viewers must declare possible conflicts of interest and abstain from
participating in peer review if any exist. This includes, for example,
having published with the authors in the last 3 years or belonging
to the same institution.

The management/administrative staff of the journal and of So-
cidrogalcohol must declare, if any exist with any publication, per-
sonal or financial interests that may influence their work.

Correction and retraction policy
If authors wish to propose any modification or correction after
publication, they must notify the journal management.

The journal reserves the right to accept such changes or to with-
draw any publication that may contain erroneous information or
result from research misconduct.

Possible changes in authorship must be communicated to the
journal management. Changes in the number of authors (addition
or removal) or in their order will not be accepted once the article
has been accepted for publication.

Complaint handling policy
Complaints from authors must be sent by email to
revistaadicciones@socidrogalcohol.org.
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Complaints must clearly include the reason, contact details,
and relevant supporting evidence. Complaints not supported by
evidence, based on opinion, or with defamatory intent will be re-
jected.

Complaints regarding content published in the journal must
first be addressed to the authors, and if it is not possible to contact
them, one may write directly to the journal Adicciones.

Well-documented complaints supported by evidence will be re-
viewed by the Editorial Committee following the rules of the Com-
mittee on Publication Ethics (COPE). If necessary, external experts
or relevant entities, including legal advice, will be consulted.

Open Access Policy

Adicciones is an Open Access journal committed to open science;
therefore, it encourages authors to publish preprints and postprints
of their manuscripts.

When these manuscripts are published and have a final ver-
sion, authors must indicate that the final version is available on the
Adicciones journal website, adding the corresponding link to their
article as well as the DOL

2. PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPTS

Authors must follow exclusively the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association, 7th edition (2020)
(www.apastyle.org).

The journal Adicciones respects and promotes diversity. Au-
thors must use inclusive language free of bias and stereotypes.

Following the DORA declaration, there is no exact word limit
nor limit on bibliographic references for submitted works. Nev-
ertheless, all included information must be strictly necessary, and
brevity and conciseness are recommended.

Articles must be of great interest to the scientific community in
the field of addictions, representing a significant impact in their area
of research and offering clearly novel conclusions and implications.

Works referring to very specific realities or highly particular sit-
uations, or that are basically descriptive, will be avoided — unless
they are highly novel.

In preparing manuscripts, authors are recommended to follow
the reporting guidelines for each type of addiction research from
ISAJE:  https://www.isaje.net/reporting-guidelines.html
and the guidelines for research types included in the Equator Net-
work: https://www.equator-network.org/

Types of Articles

Editorials

As a general rule, editorials are brief manuscripts commissioned by
the Editorial Committee from authors or research groups of recog-
nized prestige. Their usual and indicative length is approximately
3,000 words and they are published at the beginning of each issue
of the journal.

The main objective of these contributions is to guide, comment
on, or reflect upon topics of interest and current relevance for the
scientific and professional community. They usually include, con-
cisely, analyses and positions on emerging trends or relevant de-
bates in the field of addictions.

Onginal Articles

These will preferably be clinical or experimental research works in
the field of addictions. Empirical articles with large samples and
solid methodologies appropriate to the objectives pursued will be
especially valued.

Review Articles

They will present the update of a topic in a rigorous and exhaustive
manner. In general terms, only systematic reviews and meta-analy-
ses will be accepted. These reviews must follow systematized meth-
ods (e.g., PRISMA criteria) and be registered in review protocol
databases (e.g.,, PROSPERO).

Letters to the Editor
They consist of a brief presentation on a particularly novel and
original area of research, or a reply or clarification to an article
published in the journal. In the latter case, the letter must be re-
ceived within 10-12 weeks following the publication of the article
in the journal issue.

They will have a maximum length of approximately 800 words,
10 references, and one table or figure.

3. SUBMISSION OF PAPERS

All articles must be submitted through www.adicciones.es. On
the platform, all instructions for preparing and uploading the man-
uscript can be found.

All monitoring of the review and editorial process will be car-
ried out through the Adicciones journal web platform.

All authors and co-authors must be registered on the journal
platform and their contact details (e.g., email and telephone) must
be indicated in the first step of submission to initiate the process.

This is the only method provided for article submission (if you
have any doubts or technical problems you may contact
revistaadicciones@socidrogalcohol.org).

Structure of papers submitted to the journal
For manuscript submission, the following documents must be pre-
pared and attached:

A) Cover Letter

It must contain the objective of the work, the justification for why it
was carried out and its contribution to existing knowledge, the pos-
sible audience to whom the study would be directed and its impact
on the development of possible new works, as well as a descrip-
tion of the main findings and their contribution to generating new
knowledge in the field of addictions.

B) Review document signed by all authors
Every manuscript submitted for consideration for publication in
the journal Adicciones must be accompanied by a letter signed by
all authors or by the corresponding author with authorization from
the other authors.

This document must literally state the following:

Review document signed by all authors

All signatories of the manuscript accept authorship and declare
that we have actively participated in the preparation of the manu-
script, and that both the draft and the final version have been read
and approved by each of us.

1. Originality: The manuscript is original and has not
been previously published, in whole or in part, nor is it
being considered for publication in another journal.

2. Conflict of interest: The funding received for the
study (direct or indirect) has been indicated and it is stat-
ed whether there are connections, for example, with the
tobacco, alcohol, cannabis or pharmaceutical industry,
gambling, or other relationships that may give rise to a
conflict of interest.

3. Authorship and author contributions: The manu-
script has been prepared, read (both the draft and the
final version) and approved by all authors as submit-
ted, and authorship corresponds to all signatories. The
manuscript includes the contribution of each author fol-
lowing the CRediT taxonomy. The declaration of use
of generative intelligence is also included, if it has been
used.

4. Ethics: Approval from ethics committees has been ob-
tained (and the information is included in the article) and
all ethical principles have been complied with regarding
the protection of persons or patients, or animals in the
case of animal experimentation.
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5. Material permissions: All corresponding permissions
are attached for the reproduction of previously pub-
lished material to be included in the manuscript, such as
text, tables, figures, etc.

6. Correspondence: Correspondence regarding the
manuscript submitted for publication will be carried out
with the corresponding author, whose name, address,
telephone and email will be indicated, and who will in
turn be responsible for contacting the remaining authors
for final review and approval of the article.

7. Copyright: In the event of publication in the journal
Adicciones, the copyright of the article will be trans-
ferred to the Spanish Scientific Society for Studies on
Alcohol, Alcoholism and Other Drug Dependencies —
SOCIDROGALCOHOL.

8. License: The journal Adicciones publishes under the
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoD-
erivatives 4.0 International license. Articles may be cop-
ied, used and disseminated provided that authorship and
source of publication are properly cited, they are not used
for commercial purposes, and they are not modified.

Signed
Authors or Corresponding Author, as applicable

C) Title page

The following information must be indicated, in the order listed here:

- Title of the article, in lowercase (in Spanish and English)
except for the initial letter.

- Full name of authors (not only initials), and one or two
surnames of the author(s) (e.g., Miguel Garcia or Miguel
Garcia Rodriguez or Miguel Garcia-Rodriguez, taking
into account that the form used by the authors is the
one that will be sent to databases). They must be written
in lowercase, except for the initial letter. The different
authors must be separated by semicolons. After the sur-
name of each author, without intermediate space and
in superscript, an asterisk must appear (1 asterisk for the
first, 2 for the second, etc.). These asterisks are necessary
to indicate in the next point the affiliation of authors.

- Preceded by one asterisk or as many as necessary
according to the previous point — the name(s) of the
center(s) where the work was carried out or where they
work must be indicated.

At the end of this page (not as a “footnote”) the following text
must be included: “Send correspondence to: ...”, indicating the
name, postal address, email or other information of the corre-
sponding author, to whom the secretariat will address during the
review process.

D) Manuscript
All pages must be numbered consecutively in the upper right-hand
corner. The order of presentation followed in the manuscript will
be as follows:

1. On the first page of the manuscript, indicate:
- Title of the article, in lowercase (in Spanish and
English) except for the initial letter.

2. The second page of the article will include:
- Abstract of the work presented, both in Spanish and
in English. The abstract will contain approximately
250 words. Following APA publication guidelines,
the abstract must specify the objectives of the study
or research; a brief description of the method used;
the main results; and the most important and/or
novel conclusions. The abstract must be written in
one or more paragraphs following APA publication
guidelines, without the need to explicitly refer to di-

visions such as introduction, method, etc.

- Alist of between 5 and 7 keywords in Spanish and
their equivalents in English (Key words), in low-
ercase and separated by commas, which should,
if’ possible, correspond to those normally used in
standard indexes (e.g.,, MESH terms).

3. The third page will begin the text of the article. Since
the review process will be anonymous, confidential, and
blind, authors are advised to remove any information
that might help to identify them, such as place of par-
ticipant selection, institution of the Ethics Committee
that approved the study, etc. This information may be
concealed by replacing it with the expression “[AU-
THORS]” or similar. Writing the text in the impersonal
form is recommended.

It is advisable to clearly divide the work into sections, following,
whenever possible according to the characteristics of the study, the
following general scheme: Introduction (however, the word intro-
duction will not be included, as it is assumed), Method, Results,
Discussion, Acknowledgements, Conflict of Interest, Contribution
and Authorship, and References.

In the case of editorials and letters to the editor, it will not be
necessary to include an abstract and the content presented does
not need to follow any specific structure.

Introduction

It shall be brief and must provide only the explanation necessary
for the reader to understand the text that follows. It must not con-
tain tables or figures, unless they are essential for understanding the
text. It must include a final paragraph clearly stating the objective
or objectives of the work.

Method

The method used must be clearly described (sample selection, how
data were collected, data collection or assessment instruments,
procedure, etc.). Assessment instruments, treatments, drugs used,
apparatus, evaluation systems, statistical tests, etc., must be identi-
fied. The type of study (descriptive, epidemiological, experimental,
clinical trial, etc.) must be specified.

All submitted works must indicate compliance with the ethical
principles necessary to conduct the research and the reference of
the ethics committee or research office that evaluated the adequacy
of the research within the corresponding ethical and legal frame-
work.

It is important that experimental studies and clinical trials be
registered and that the registration number in a trial database (e.g.,
Clinicaltrials.gov) be indicated, or that the protocol has been previ-
ously published in other scientific journals.

The statistical analyses used must be specified. When these are
highly novel, they must be described in detail and the statistical
package used must be indicated with the appropriate reference.

It is strongly recommended, whenever possible, to indicate the
exact significance value obtained in the results (rather than for-
mulas such as p < .05 or p < .01), and also to include, whenever
possible, effect size statistics.

Results

Results must be presented in a logical sequence in the text, tables,
and figures, and in accordance with the procedure described in the
method section.

Only those tables and figures strictly necessary, clearly express-
ing the results of the study, must be used.

Data must not be duplicated in tables and figures, nor should all
data from tables and figures be repeated in the text; only the most
important data.

It is advisable to emphasize and summarize only the most im-
portant observations.

Randomized clinical trials and experimental designs must comply
with CONSORT guidelines (www.consort-statement.org), and
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studies with non-experimental designs must comply with international
guidelines (e.g, STROBE, https://www.strobe-statement.org/)
to ensure greater clarity in reading and reviewing the work.

Likewise, the corresponding effect size statistics must be pre-
sented.

In the case of systematic reviews and meta-anal-
yses, they must comply with PRISMA  guidelines
(https://www.prisma-statement.org/).

Discussion
It must begin with the general objective of the study. It will empha-
size the new and important aspects of the study and the conclu-
sions derived from it.

The results presented in the previous section or in the introduc-
tion must not be repeated in detail.

The most important and controversial aspects must be high-
lighted and related to other relevant studies on the subject.

Assumptions must not be presented unless supported by data or
previous evidence.

When appropriate, recommendations may be included.

The implications of the findings and possible limitations must
be indicated (these preferably forming a paragraph at the end of
the article).

Acknowledgements
This section will be placed at the end of the article text and just
before the Conflict of Interest section.

When considered necessary, persons, centers or entities that col-
laborated or supported the work will be cited.

All persons who helped in the preparation of the article but not
to the extent required to be considered authors may be included.

If the work has been funded, the funding entities, call, and ref-
erence of such funding must be indicated, specifying whether it is
competitive or not.

Conflict of Interest

All manuscripts (articles, reviews, editorials, letters) published in
the journal must be accompanied by a statement regarding possi-
ble or actual conflicts of interest or a declaration that the authors
have no conflicts of interest to declare.

Contribution and Authorship

All manuscripts must include the contribution of each author fol-

lowing the CRediT taxonomy: https://credit.niso.org/
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of the manuscript and what tasks have been performed with the
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Tables and Figures
They must be placed at the end of the text, numbered, and each on
a separate page, following APA design.

The location where they should be placed must be indicated in
the manuscript text.

Both tables and figures must be submitted in a format that al-
lows modification during the article editing process.

Data management and supplementary material
Adicciones is an Open Access journal and, therefore, committed to
open science. Authors are encouraged to share the datasets used in
the research work and supplementary material in institutional or
thematic open access repositories federated within the European
Open Science Cloud (EOSC).

This will allow the data to be findable, accessible, interoperable,
and reusable in accordance with the FAIR principles.

If datasets or materials are available in a repository, the web
links to those files or data must be provided, as well as the permis-
sions and conditions of use of those data.

These links will be included in a section of the journal called
“Data management and supplementary material.”

The supplementary material will be reviewed by the journal’s
editorial committee and may not be modified once the article has
been published, with a copy being registered within the journal itself.

Authors may also request that the material be published on the

journal’s platform.

4. MANUSCRIPT REVIEW POLICY AND PROCESS

Articles are submitted to the journal through www.adicciones.es.
Authors and co-authors must register on the journal’s web plat-
form in order to submit their manuscripts.

They will then receive login credentials to access the website
and review the status of their article. Nevertheless, the journal ed-
itor will send a message when a decision has been made or if clar-
ification is needed.

Once the manuscript has been received by the Editorial Office
of the journal Adicciones, the review process will begin.

The entire process of receipt and handling of articles follows a
blind process controlled by the Editor-in-Chief.

The Editor may initially reject an article if it is clearly consid-
ered not to meet sufficient quality standards or does not fall within
the priorities of the journal.

The Editor may also initially reject those articles that do not
strictly comply with the journal’s regulations (APA), without send-
ing them for expert review.

During the submission process, authors will be asked to provide
the names of at least two possible reviewers for their article (name,
institution, email, and ORCID).

The proposed reviewers must be experts in the topic and not
linked to the research developed in the submitted work. They must
also not belong to the current Editorial Committee of Adicciones.

The journal reserves the decision whether or not to use the pro-
posed reviewers.

Manuscripts will be sent by the Editor to two or more experts in
the field (reviewers), who will provide the relevant comments and
request any changes they deem necessary. They may also give their
opinion regarding acceptance or rejection of the article.

The final decision, based on the reviewers’ reports, will be made
by the Editor of the journal.

The review process will be “double blind.”

Throughout the review process, the principle of confidential-
ity will be maintained by the reviewers regarding the work they
review, as well as confidentiality of the reviewers’ names among
themselves and with respect to the manuscript authors.

In this regard, reviews will be anonymous, confidential, and
blind also for the reviewers, who will not know the names of the
authors at any time.

The editorial committee will ensure the avoidance of possible
conflicts of interest in the review process by selecting reviewers
who do not belong to the same institution and/or who have not
recently published with the authors.

If any conflict of interest is detected, it must be declared and
evaluated by the journal management.

The result of the manuscript review will be sent to the corre-
sponding author indicating the editorial decision.

Authors, if applicable, must make the changes indicated by the
editor and/or reviewers within a maximum period of two months,
sending:

- A copy of the revised manuscript highlighting the changes.

- Acopy of the final manuscript.

- A response document to reviewers detailing the main
modifications made, as well as their own comments on
the main aspects of the review.
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5. PUBLICATION PROCESS

Once the article has been accepted, the following process will be
followed:

1. A version with possible format and style corrections will
be sent to the authors, to which they must respond within
a maximum of 10 days.

2. Once a response has been received from the authors,
they will be informed of an estimate of the number of
pages the final version of the article will occupy in the
journal and of the publication cost.

3. Once payment has been made, the article will be trans-
lated into English or Spanish, depending on the original
language.

4. Authors will sign a copyright transfer and license agree-
ment for the manuscript.

5. A final proof (galley) will be generated, which the au-
thors will also review.

6. A DOI will be assigned and the article will be published
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